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Islam a disservice by presenting the gospel of non-violence
to the brave and warlike people of the Frontier. They
say that I have come here to sap your strength. The
Frontier Province, they say, is the bastion of Islam in
India, the Pathans are past masters in the use of the sword
and the rifle and mine is an attempt to emasculate them
by making them renounce their arms and thus undermine
the citadel of the strength and security of Islam. I wholly
repudiate the charge. My faith is that by adopting the
doctrine of non-violence in its entirety you will be render-
ing a lasting service to India and to Islam which, just now,
it seems to me, is in danger. If you have understood the
power of non-violence, you ought to feel the stronger for
having put away your arms. Yours will be the spiritual
strength with which you can not only protect Islam but
even other Religions. But if you have not understood the
secret of this strength, if as a result of renouncing arixis,
you feel weak instead of stronger than before, it would be
tetter for you to give up the profession of non-violence.
I cannot bear to see a single Pathan turn weak or coward-
ly under my influence. Rather than that I would that
you returned to your arms with a vengeance.

" Today the Sikhs say that if they give up the kirpan *
they give up everything. They seem to have made the
kirpan into their religion. By discarding it, they think,
they will become weak and cowardly. I tell them, that
is an idle fear and I am here to. tell you the same. I
have read the Quran with as much care and reverence
as I have read the Gita. I have read other important
books on Islam too. I claim to have as much regard in.
my heart for Islam and other religions as for my own, and
I dare say with all the emphasis that I can command that
although the sword has been wielded in the history of

* A miniature dagger which the Sikhs generally wear in their
turban as a religious symbol. Some of the Sikhs, during the period
of communal tension, claimed the right to carry kirpans of any size
they liked as a matter of religious right, to which exception was
taken by the authorities as being in contravention pf the Arms Act
"Regulations.